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Learning to read English 
with Reading Stars 

Reading Stars Phonics Teaching 
Programme
The Reading Stars Systematic Synthetic Phonics Teaching Programme is  
a fully resourced programme, designed to teach children to learn to read English. 

• Teaching handbooks for each phase 1-5

• Pupil workbooks for each phase 1-5

• Assessment pack

• Resources for each phase

• Flashcards and wall friezes

• Sound cards

• Sound mats

• A2 poster

• Reading records

Reading Stars Phonics
250 fully decodable phonics readers that offer real and rewarding reading practice. 

This highly-praised phonics reading programme includes:

• Fantastic illustrations and photographs

• A variety of text types: familiar, funny, traditional stories

• Diverse topics, stories and characters

• Fiction, non-fiction and rhyme

• Books to cater to all reading abilities

• All books are available digitally as  
part of the Reading Stars Digital  
Libraries

The phonics readers work independently  
or alongside the teaching materials.

See pages 
4-9

Reading 
Books

Teaching 
Resources

Print

Print & 
Digital

Forthcoming



3www.ransom.co.uk

Reading Stars Achieve Phonics
An intervention programme for pupils aged 7 to 14:

• Designed for pupils who are still learning to read (UK Key Stages  
2 & 3, and International Grades 2 and up)

• Around 100 fully decodable phonics readers following the same  
progression as the Reading Stars Phonics books

• Carefully chosen, age-appropriate  
topics and illustrations

• Dyslexia friendly

Reading Stars Book Bands
A separate series of 66 levelled book band readers from Pink band through to Lime band.

(The books from Green band onwards are  
ideal as follow-on readers, once pupils are 
confident in their phonics skills.)

Alpha Stars
A series of 49 books covering the letters A to Z and the 23 most common sounds, providing 
support for children to learn the names of  
the letters, to reinforce their knowledge  
of letter sounds and to learn to write  
the letters.

Reading Stars Digital Libraries
Digital versions of Ransom’s books, to be used both in school and at home. Additional 
content to support the books, such as Guided Reading Lesson Plans. Includes:

• Home logins for parents

• The ability to allocate books to children based on  
their reading phase or level

• Assessment of pupils’ progress

Print

Print

Print

Reading 
Books

Reading 
Books

Reading 
Books

See page 
11

See pages 
14-15

See pages 
12-13
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Phase Packs
Phase 1 Pack (1 of each title) 
978 180047 226 6  £135.00 

Phase 1 6-Pack (6 of each title)   
978 180047 227 3  £810.00

Multi-Phase Packs

Phases 1-5 Pack  (1 of each title) 978 180047 176 4   £1,250.00 

Phases 1-5 6-Pack (6 of each title) 978 180047 228 0  £7,500.00 

Phases 2-5 Pack  (1 of each title) 978 178591 870 4 £1,115.00 

Phases 2-5 6-Pack (6 of each title) 978 178591 871 1 £6,690.00
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Designed to help pupils to develop their listening skills,  
especially an ability to hear, remember and repeat letter 

 sounds (phonemes).

27 wordless books to directly support the teaching of the 
seven aspects of Phase 1.

Ages 3-6 yrs
£5.00 each

Reading Stars Phonics Phase 1

978 180047 181 8 978 180047 186 3978 180047 185 6978 180047 184 9978 180047 183 2978 180047 182 5 978 180047 189 4978 180047 188 7

978 180047 190 0 978 180047 229 7978 180047 195 5978 180047 194 8978 180047 192 4978 180047 191 7 978 180047 300 3978 180047 230 3

978 180047 306 5 978 180047 193 1978 180047 302 7978 180047 707 0978 180047 706 3978 180047 187 0 978 180047 1708  7978 180047 304 1

978 180047 709 4 978 180047 711 7978 180047 710 0

orders@ransom.co.uk
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Phase Packs
Phase 2 Pack (1 of each title)  
978 178591 857 5  £215.00 

Phase 2 6-Pack (6 of each title)  
978 178591 858 2  £1,290.00
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Reading Stars Phonics Phase 1
43 books for pupils to practise and apply their decoding skills. 
These books cover the most common letter sounds, plus 
common exception words (CEWs). At this phase, there are 
‘build’ books that match children’s phonic knowledge as it 
develops, and ‘practise’ books that draw on everything learnt 
by the end of the phase. Some of these provide extra focus on 
specific GPCs or CEWs – great for targeted practice.

Reading Stars Phonics Phase 2

978 180047 697 4 978 180047 700 1978 180047 698 1978 180047 319 5978 180047 178 8978 178591 852 0 978 180047 701 8978 180047 699 8

978 180047 702 5 978 178127 765 2978 178591 853 7978 180047 352 2978 180047 325 6978 180047 322 5 978 180047 331 7978180047 328 7 

978 178127 766 9 978 180047 745 2978 178591 855 1978 178591 856 8978 180047 337 9978 180047 334 8 978 180047 381 2978 180047 340 9

978 180047 343 0 978 178127 769 0978 178127 768 3978 178127 767 6978 180047 349 2978 180047 346 1 978 178591 809 4978 178127 770 6

978 178591 810 0 978 178591 803 2978 178591 802 5978 178591 801 8978 178591 800 1978 178591 811 7 978 178591 805 6978 178591 804 9

978 178591 806 3 978 178591 808 7978 178591 807 0

www.ransom.co.uk

Ages 3-6 yrs
£5.00 each
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Phase Packs
Phase 3 Pack (1 of each title) 

978 178591 875 9  £225.00

Phase 3 6-Pack (6 of each title)  
978 178591 872 8  £1,350.00
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45 books for pupils to practise reading less commonly used 
phonemes, together with some sounds that are made by two 
or more letters (e.g. ch in such). More common exception 
words are covered.

The books in this phase also include ‘build’ and ‘practise’ 
books.

Reading Stars Phonics Phase 3

978 178591 882 7 978 178591 884 1978 180047 733 9978 180047 383 6978 180047 382 9978 178591 883 4 978 178591 886 5978 178591 885 8

978 178591 889 6 978 178591 887 2978 180047 385 0978 178591 890 2978 178591 892 6978 180047 384 3 978 178591 891 9978 178591 888 9

978 178591 893 3 978 178127 771 3978 178127 773 7978 180047 386 7978 178591 895 7978 178591 894 0 978 178591 900 8978 178591 899 5

978 178591 902 2 978 178127 774 4978 178591 905 3978 178591 904 6978 178591 914 5978 178591 903 9 978 178591 907 7978 178591 906 0

978 178591 908 4 978 178591 912 1978 178591 911 4978 178591 910 7978 178591 901 5978 178591 909 1 978 178127 772 0978 178591 913 8

978 178127 775 1 978 178591 898 8978 178591 897 1978 178591 896 4978 178127 776 8

orders@ransom.co.uk

Ages 3-6 yrs
£5.00 each
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Phase Packs
Phase 4 Pack (1 of each title) 

978 178591 876 6  £195.00

Phase 4 6-Pack (6 of each title) 

978 178591 873 5  £1,170.00
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39 books for pupils to practise reading increasingly 
complex consonant blends, as well as covering more 
common exception words.

Reading Stars Phonics Phase 4

978 180047 387 4 978 180047 390 4978 180047 003 3978 180047 389 8978 178591 999 2978 180047 388 1 978 180047 392 8978 180047 391 1

978 180047 007 1 978 180047 396 6978 180047 000 2978 180047 395 9978 180047 394 2978 180047 393 5 978 180047 397 3978 180047 001 9

978 180047 002 6 978 180047 005 7978 180047 004 0978 178127 782 9978 178127 777 5978 180047 398 0 978 178127 780 5978 180047 399 7

978 178127 781 2 978 178591 998 5978 180047 009 5978 180047 011 8978 180047 400 0978 178127 779 9 978 180047 401 7978 180047 010 1

978 180047 013 2 978 178127  778 2978 180047 012 5978 180047 402 4978 180047 008 8978 180047 006 4 978 180047 403 1
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Ages 3-6 yrs
£5.00 each
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96 books, with ‘build’ books matching children’s 
phonic knowledge as it develops, and ‘practise’ books 
drawing on everything, either with a specific focus or 
across the entirety of Phase 5 to ensure that there is 
plenty of opportunity for children to consolidate 
their new knowledge.

Reading Stars Phonics Phase 5

978 180047 023 1 978 180047 407 9978 180047 024 8978 180047 406 2978 180047 405 5978 180047 404 8 978 180047 025 5978 180047 734 6

978 180047 408 6 978 180047 412 3978 180047 411 6978 180047 026 2978 180047 410 9978 180047 409 3 978 180047 414 7978 180047 413 0

978 180047 415 4 978 180047 420 8978 180047 419 2978 180047 418 5978 180047 417 8978 180047 416 1 978 180047 422 2978 180047 421 5

978 180047 423 9 978 180047 426 0978 180047 027 9978 180047 735 3978 180047 425 3978 180047 424 6 978 180047 428 4978 180047 427 7

978 180047 429 1 978 180047 028 6978 180047 742 1978 180047 431 4978 180047 029 3978 180047 430 7 978 180047 433 8978 180047 432 1

978 180047 434 5 978 180047 736 0978 180047 031 6978 180047 030 9978 180047 436 9978 180047 435 2 978 180047 437 6978 180047 737 7

orders@ransom.co.uk

Ages 3-6 yrs
£5.00 each
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Phase Packs
Phase 5 Pack (1 of each title) 

978 178591 877 3  £480.00

Phase 5 6-Pack (6 of each title) 

978 178591 874 2  £2,880.00
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Reading Stars Phonics Phase 5

978 180047 438 3 978 180047 744 5978 180047 741 4978 180047 738 4978 180047 439 0978 180047 039 2 978 180047 441 3978 180047 440 6

978 180047 740 7 978 180047 040 8978 180047 443 7978 180047 442 0978 180047 033 0978 180047 037 8 978 180047 036 1978 180047 444 4

978 180047 445 1 978 180047 743 8978 180047 739 1978 180047 034 7978 180047 038 5978 180047 032 3 978 180047 446 8978 180047 035 4

978 178127 784 3 978 180047 449 9978 178127 786 7978 180047 448 2978 178127 785 0978 180047 447 5 978 180047 450 5978 178127 788 1

978 180047 041 5 978 178591 668 7978 180047 042 2978 178127 787 4978 178127 783 6978 180047 451 2 978 180047 044 6978 180047 043 9

978 180047 452 9 978 180047 456 7978 180047 455 0978 180047 454 3978 180047 045 3978 180047 453 6 978 180047 644 8978 180047 046 0

www.ransom.co.uk
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Testimonials on Reading 
Stars Phonics

“We love the style of your 
books … the children are 
very excited about the new 
books as they cater to their 
interests, and it is much 
easier to choose a suitable 
book that matches with the 
sounds that they already 
know.”
 
Natalie Walsh, Teacher “I can’t wait to share these 

with the children … Reading 
has never looked so good!”

Michelle Quick, Teacher“I love the ease of 
matching a child’s 
phonic learning to a 
suitable book. It gives 
them the confidence to 
read what they know, as 
well as developing their 
phonic goals. There is a 
huge variety of books … ”

Helen Chester, Teacher

“These are great …  
excellent for group work 
and they have a sense of 
humour running through 
them! Many phonics 
schemes are just decoding, 
and are therefore devoid of 
interest or sense, but the 
books in this scheme have 
both.”

Abi Burton, Teacher
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For some children, phonics takes longer to master. 

Reading Stars Achieve Phonics is aimed at pupils aged 7 to 14 
who have yet to learn to read fluently with understanding.

• Designed for pupils who are still learning to read  
(UK Key Stages 2 & 3, and International Grades 2 and up)

• Around 100 fully decodable phonics readers following the 
same progression as the Reading Stars Phonics reading 
books (covering Phases 2 to 5)

• Fiction and non-fiction, including a range of text types

• Carefully chosen, age-appropriate stories and topics that 
make for genuinely rewarding reads

• Supported by carefully chosen, age-appropriate 
illustrations and photographs

• Diverse stories, topics and characters

• Dyslexia friendly

Reading Stars Achieve 
Phonics

Coming  Spring  2024!

Ransom’s reputation as the specialist publisher of 
high interest age, low reading age titles means that 
you can be confident that these books will engage 
older children who are still struggling with phonics.
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Reading Stars Book Bands 
66 carefully banded texts, including fiction and non-fiction on a range of topics and 
genres. The lowest bands offer short, simple, repetitive texts. Then, as children move 
through the bands, the texts become longer to build reading stamina. The children 
begin to read more complex vocabulary and sentence structures,  and develop an 
understanding of more sophisticated texts.

978 178127 792 8978 178127 791 1978 178127 790 4978 178127 789 8 978 178127 794 2978 178127 793 5

978 178127 798 0978 178127 797 3978 178127 796 6978 178127 795 9 978 178127 799 7978 178127 800 0

978 178127 804 8978 178127 802 4978 178127 801 7978 178127 803 1 978 178127 806 2978 178127 805 5

978 178127 810 9978 178127 809 3978 178127 808 6978 178127 807 9 978 178127 812 3978 178127 811 6

978 178127 816 1978 178127 815 4978 178127 814 7978 178127 813 0 978 178127 818 5978 178127 817 8

Pink Band
These books have very short, 
predictable, simple texts, usually 
with one simple sentence 
per page. They have a highly 
repetitive sentence and 
vocabulary structure.

Similar to Pink band, these books 
have very limited variations 
within the text.

Red Band

There is more variation in the 
sentence structures of these 
books. Introduces some literary 
conventions. Storylines are likely 
to include more events.

Yellow Band

Blue band texts are longer texts, 
with up to 6-8 lines per page. 
There is a higher level of variation 
within the text. The pictures 
support the storyline.

Blue Band

These books have longer, more 
varied sentences. There is little 
repetition in text but unfamiliar 
words are repeated. Print may be 
in captions, fact boxes, etc.

Green Band

Ages 5-6 yrs
£5.40-£5.99 each

Complete Packs - All Bands

Pink to Lime (1 of each title)  978 178127 691 4  £366.98 

Pink to Lime (6 of each title)  978 178591 916 9  £2,201.88



Packs by Band
Pink to Purple Bands 

(1 of each title)  £32.40

(6 of each title)  £194.40

Packs by Band
Gold to Lime Bands

(1 of each title)  £35.94

(6 of each title)  £215.64

13www.ransom.co.uk

Reading Stars Book Bands

978 178127 823 9978 178127 822 2978 178127 820 8978 178127 819 2 978 178127 824 6978 178127 821 5

978 178127 828 4978 178127 827 7978 178127 826 0978 178127 825 3 978 178127 830 7978 178127 829 1

978 178127 834 5978 178127 833 8978 178127 832 1978 178127 831 4 978 178127 836 9978 178127 835 2

978 178127 840 6978 178127 839 0978 178127 838 3978 178127 837 6 978 178127 842 0978 178127 841 3

978 178127 846 8978 178127 845 1978 178127 844 4978 178127 843 7 978 178127 848 2978 178127 847 5

978 178127 852 9978 178127 851 2978 178127 850 5978 178127 849 9 978 178127 854 3978 178127 853 6

Orange Band
Orange band texts have up to 
250-300 words, with more space 
for print than illustrations. They 
contain more complex sentence 
structures and text types.

Turquoise band have more 
extended descriptions. The 
non-fiction texts use more 
challenging vocabulary and there 
is less dependence on illustrations 
for meaning.

Turquoise Band

These texts have longer, more 
complex sentence structures, 
some with chapters. They have 
a wider variety of genres, and 
non-fiction texts may include 
glossaries, indexes etc.

Purple Band

Gold band texts are more 
challenging. The stories may 
reflect the feelings of the writer. 
They contain a wider vocabulary 
but with a controlled proportion 
of unfamiliar words.

Gold Band

These texts use more subordinate 
clauses. More than one point of 
view may be expressed in the 
text and action may be implied.

White Band

The highest level in the bands. 
These texts offer the reader 
a more challenging read with 
more complex vocabulary and 
sentence structures.

Lime Band
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49 books covering A-Z and the 23 most common sounds. These 
books can be used to teach children to hear the letter in the 
spoken word and to see it in the written word, reinforcing their 
knowledge of letters and sounds. The books also introduce the 
letter names, once children have learnt their letter sounds as 
part of a phonics programme, and can teach children to write 
each letter in its lower case form. (Free worksheets can be 
downloaded from Ransom’s website.)

Alpha Stars

Pp

ee

978 178591 150 7 978 178591 155 2978 178591 154 5978 178591 153 8978 178591 152 1978 178591 151 4 9781785911576978 178591 156 9

978 178591 158 3 978 178591 163 7978 178591 162 0978 178591 161 3978 178591 160 6978 178591 159 0 978 178591 165 1978 178591 164 4

978 178591 166 8 978 178591 171 2978 178591 170 5978 178591 169 9978 178591 168 2978 178591 167 5 978 178591 173 6978 178591 172 9

978 178591 174 3 978 178591 206 1978 178591 205 4978 178591 204 7978 178591 203 0978 178591 202 3 978 178591 208 5978 178591 207 8

978 178591 209 2 978 178591 214 6978 178591 213 9978 178591 212 2978 178591 211 5978 178591 210 8 978 178591 216 0978 178591 215 3

978 178591 217 7 978 178591 222 1978 178591 221 4978 178591 220 7978 178591 219 1978 178591 218 4 978 178591 224 5978 178591 223 8

orders@ransom.co.uk

Ages 5-6 yrs
£3.12 each
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(1 of each title)  978 178591 201 6  £132.00

(6 of each title)  978 180047 247 1  £730.00

            Complete Packs

The first eight pages of each book show pictures 
with the focus on the featured letter …

… followed by an  
unlabelled picture for the 
children to guess. 

Then it shows how to write 
the letter.

76

rocket rain

The picture on page 10 is of a rake.
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Aa
Bb
Cc
Dd
Ee
Ff
Gg
Hh
Ii
Jj
Kk
Ll
Mm
Nn
Oo
Pp
Qu/qu

Rr
Ss
Tt
Uu
Vv
Ww
Xx
Yy
Zz

ck
ff
ll
ss
zz

ch

sh
th
ng
ai
ee
oa
igh
oo
ar
or
ur
ow
oi
ear
air
ure
er

Ransom Alpha Stars

rat
rabbit
raft
rattle
rocket
rain
ruler
red rose

Rr

1110

r r r r
r r r r

32

rat rabbit

The last page lists all the 
words in the book … and 
(for the teacher) names 
the unlabelled picture on 
the previous page.

www.ransom.co.uk

(1 of each title)    £3.12

(6 of each title)     £16.20

            Individual Titles



How to order

For additional information, samples, or help placing an order

Head to our website: www.ransom.co.uk 

Drop us an email:   orders@ransom.co.uk 

Give us a call:   +44 (0)1730 829 091

Write to us:    Ransom Publishing, 
     Unit 7, Brocklands Farm, 
     West Meon, GU32 1JN

An order form with ISBNs can be downloaded from 
www.ransom.co.uk


